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REPORT ON Attempt by Malefactors to Disable Ships of 
Ruseian Volunteer Pleet, dia 
Wnt  D, @, Korolkert Ponnviel iy eaewias * © * 
sir, 

Enquiries at the offices of Mr. Goddari, Agent of tne 
Russian Volunteer Pleet, have elicited the following informs- 
tion regarding the attack by armed men from the “Admiral Za- 
voiko" on the steusers “Astrakhan"and °Erivan"! 

About 1.50 p.m. ‘uly 235 about 10 men belonging to the 
crew of the ship “Admiral Zavoiko”® arrived with revolvers and 
accompanied by Mr. Y. Rogoff, scocond engineer of the S.S. 
“astrakhnan® ( V.P. ), secretly boarded the 3.3. “Erivan" end 
tried to force théir way into the engine room with a view to 
removing somo vital pert of the machinery in order to render 
the veseel incapable of movement. Threatening to shot anyone 
attempting to hoist the eignal of distrese or to leave the ship, 
the intruders left two men with revolvers to watoh the entrance 
of the boatedeck, while the others went down to the enzine room. 
They were there engaged for about two houre removing important 
(parts) fittings from the engines whioh they intended to take 
away. In the meantime seme men of the 8. S. “°Brivan® seeing 
that the men left to wateh the entrance to the boat-deok had 
left their posts, ho@eted the signal of distress, whilst the 
others armed themeclves with crow-bars ani stationed themsblveg 
at the deok entrance. When the cutlaws were ready to stat 
leading the parts of the machinery they had taken on board their 
launch, the erew of the 3.S, “Erivan" headed by Mr. Kolk, first 
officer of the 5.8. ° Brivan® offered resistance. In the mean- 
time three men of the orew of the “Erivan® succeeded without 
being noticed to secure a Shinase boat ani go ashore. 
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Seeing this movo ami noticing that the signal had been hois- 


ted, the cutlaws from the “Admiral Zavoiko" speedily got on 


vdoard their laumob and went away leaving the machinory parts 
aati from the"Admiral Zevoiko® 

Another party’visited the 3S. 3, “Astrakhan ths saze 
day. One of them reed a message from the oeptain of “Admiral 
Zawoike® to the master of “Agtrakhan® requesting the latter t 
deliver same parts of tho ship’s machinery. This party was 
not allowed to board the “Astrakhan®. The message mentioned 
was substantially as follows: "To the master of the 3.3. 
"Astrakhan". I have received infarmation that malefactore 
intend to seise your ship. Being the officer commander a 
man-of-war and obliged to protect te merohant ship; and acting 
in saocoordance with the instr@otions given to me, I hereby re- 
quest yo to deliver immediately sme parts of the machinery of 
your ship to we. In case you need to move to another place, 
the above parts will be resummed at ome” Signed Klus, occmanie 
of the ehip “Admiral Zavoikro", P. Urloveky, Commiseary. Starter 
(the signature illegible). 

According to the information got from Mr. Oollins, aseia- 
tant agent of the V. F, the news published by the "China Press” 
that the S. 8, “Astrakhan® and “Brivan” took ooal in order to 
leave Shanghai secretly are absolutely wutrue being oily an 

invention of the Bolshevike ani used by them as a pretext 
for pm the Russian Volunteer Fleet ships. It is true 
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that the ships tock about 5 tons of coal each i order to 


raise steam to move to another anchorage in scompliance with 
@ request of the Harbour-master as the part of the fetewey 
where they are lying is to be eleaned before the typhoons 

| start, The ships had no intention to defy the order of the 
| Mixea Oourt. 

A document regarding the invasion of the ships by. the 
Bolsheviks has been written and signed by the officers and 
the crews of the two ships, and a protest in comeoction with 
the affair has been made to the Commissioner for Foreign 

wer Affairs and the Bureau for Russian Affairs. 


Ian, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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